36CFR Part 800.11: Documentation
Description of the Undertaking

Onizwka Air Force Station (AFS) is located in the City of Sunnyvale, Santa Clara County, California.
consists of 30 buildings and structures @r23acre parcel located at the northwestner of the
intersectionof US Route 101 and State Route 237 (FigurdrlR005, Onizuka AFS was selected for
closurein accordance with the federal Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act (DBCRA) of 1990,
commonly known as Base Realignment and ClIo8BRAC). Onizuka AFS is scheduled to close no later

than September 15, 201tis anticipated that the installation will be transferred to the Ciuinyvale,

California in 2011and redeveloped in accordance withethet y 6 s redevel opment pl an

In acordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHRAtdertaking is the
conveyance ofOnizuka AFSto a nonfederal entityby 2011 The Area of Potential EffedfAPE) is
comprised of the 2acre Onizuka AFS parc@Figure 3.

Identification of Historic Properties

In 2004, a tiktoric Building Inventory andEvaluation (HBIE)was undertaken by the US Air Force Space
Command AFSPQ, 21 Space Operations Squadron (SOPS) at Onizuka AR inventoryidentified

and evaluated 30 builtys and structures at Onizuka AFS (includBigldings 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004,
10031 and 10032) for National RegistdrHistoric Places (National Registegligibility in accordance

with Section 106. The report concluded that 24 buildings and strueteresnot eligible for inclusion in

the National Register. The report also recommended that the six remaining interconnected buildings
(Buildings 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 10031 and 10032) be considered not eligible for inclusion in the
National Register. Hoewer, the report recommended that they bewvaduated under the following
circumstances:

e When they reach 50 years of age.
e When the installationds missions are decl assi f
When sufficient information to support a National Registagibility determination is available.

In 2009, an addendum to the 2004 HBIE was undertaken by the US Air Force, Headquarters, Air Force
Center forEngineering and the EnvironmefAFCEE) in conjunction with theonveyance of Onizuka
AFS to the City 6 Sunnyvale As recommendedby the California Office of Historic Presertian (OHP)

(also known as the Californigate Historic PreservationOfficer [SHPQ]) Buildings 1001, 1002, 1003,
1004, 10031 and 1003gere collectively evaluated to determifi¢ghey meet the criteria to be considered
eligible for listing in the National Register, including Criteria Consideration G: Properties that Have
Achieved Significance within the Last Fifty Yeafihe addenduntoncluded that Buildings 1001, 1002,
1003, 1004, 1081 and 10032 are recommended National Regédigible as the proposed US Air Force
Satellite Test Center Historic DistricThe proposed district is eligiblender CriteriaA and Criteria
Consideration G for its national, state, and local significamee satellite reconnaissandacility
associated with crucial intelligencmthering activities during the Cold War (1998). A compact dis

(CD) with a copy of thesddendumin PDF format accompanies this document.

Description of Historic Properties

Onizuka AFS was established in 1959 winlding 1001 was constructed by the US Air Force to serve

as the command center for its first reconnaissance satellite program, the Corona Program. The program
was developed by the US Air Force and thental Inteligence Agency (CIA) with assistance from

private contractors such as Lockheed Missiles and Space Division. Originally a classified program, it



becamepublicly known as the Discoverer Progrdmy 1960 Operational by 1960, satellites were
controlled from tle building by Lockheed Missiles and Space Division, with oversight by the US Air
Force. The satellites were also supported by a series of tracking stations, all of which were linked to
Building 1001.

By 1961, the Mtional Reconnaissanc@rganization (NRO)was established arassumed control of the
Corona Program, as well as newly developed reconnaissance satellite programs. The US Air Force and
Lockheed Space and Missiles Division continued to provide support for the satellites from Onizuka AFS.
Furthermoe, additional satellites, including communications; early missile warning; meteorology;
navigation; and nuclear detonatiaietectionwere also supported from Onizuka AFS. To provide
additional space for personnel, Building 1002, an administrative buildiag,constructed in the early
1960s. By the late 1960s, Building 1003 and 1004 were constructed. Although Building 1003 was
initially constructed to support the ainedOrbiting Laboratory (MOL)Program, cancelled in 1969, the
building was utilized to prodie command and control for numerous satellite programs, many of them
likely for reconnaissance. Building 1004 provided power to the installation, rendering it energy
independent.

From the 1960s onward, the installation continued to play a key role aslth&)S Air Force satellite

control facility. Tracking stations associated with the Force Stellite Control Facility AFSCH
continued to be developed, and were all linked to Onizuka AFS. In the 1980s, Buildings 10031 and 10032
were constructed in camction with the development of théir Force Satellite Control Network
(AFSCN). When a new satellite control centethe Consolidated Space Operations CenB8QQ i was
constructed in Colorado Springs, Colorado in the-h@80s, Onizuka AFS was no lger the only US

Air Force installation providing satellite support.

Brief descriptions of the six buildings are provided below and photographs of the building are attached.
Building 1001

Constructed in 1959, Building 1001 isomestory, irregulaiplan, windowless utilitarian steetframe
building sheathed in concrete panels. It sits atop a concrete foundatiois capped by a flat rodf.is
connectd to Building 1002 to the norttBuilding 1004 to thesouth,and Buildings 1003 and0D031 to
the west. Building 100hasbeen altered on thexteriorand interior.

Building 1002

Constructed in two phases in 1962 and 1964, Building 1002 is-atomp squarglan, utilitarian steel
frame building sheathed istuccelike materialwith an open interiocourtyard.lt sits atop a concrete
foundation and is capped by a flat roB&nds of windowsn metal surroundpierce theifst and second
story on the north, egsand westfacadesBuilding 1002is connected to Building 1001 to the south.
Building 10® hasbeen altered on thexterior and interior.

Building 1003

Constructed in 1969, Building 1003 idaur-story, rectangulaiplan, windowless utilitarian steel frame
building sheathed ipale bluepaintedconcrete paneldt sits atop a concrete fodation and is capped by
a flat roof.It is connectedo Building 10031 to the north, Building 1001 to the east] Building 10032
to the west. Building 1003 h&®en altered on thaterior.



Building 1004

Constructed in 1969, Building 1004 is a wtatory, rectangulaplan, windowlessutilitarian steel frame
building sheathed in concrete pandtssits atop a concrete foundation and is capped by a flat roof. Two
story-high metal louvered vents occur on the east and west facades. Building 1004 éstetdrno
Building 1001 to the nortiBuilding 1004 has been altered on the interior.

Building 10031

Constructed in 1985, Building 10031 is a thetery, rectangulaplan,windowless utilitarian steel frame
building. It sits atop a concrete foundatiand is capped by a flat rodfhe first two stories are open and
originally functioredas a parking lotThe third story is sheathed in corrugassding. Building 10031 is
connected to Building 1001 to the eamtd Buildings 1003 and 10R30 the south. The entrance to
Building 10031 occurs on the north facade. This entrance provides access to all six buildings. Building
10031 hasdeen altered on the interior

Building 10032

Constructed in 1988, Building 10032 is similar to Building 10031. It is eettory, rectangulaplan,
windowless utilitarian steel frame buildingit sits atop a concrete foundation and is capped by a flat roof.
The first two stories are open and originally functioned as a parking lot. The third story is sheathed in
corrugatedsiding. Building 10032 is connected Boiilding 10031 to the nortland Building 1003 to the
eastBuilding 10032 has been altered on the interior

National Register Eligibility Evaluation

The six buildings at Onizuka AFS are intrinsically linked te @old War in terms of their construction
dates (1959988) and intelligencgathering functions. Therefore, theye recommendedNational
Registereligible under Criteria A and Criteria Consideration G as a historic district, the proposed US Air
Force Satllite Test Center Historic Distri¢Eigure 3)

The proposed historic district is recommended eligible under Criterion A at a national, state, and local
level for its association with reconnaissance satellites during the Cold War, including the first
reconnaissance satellite program, the Corona Program. The Corona Program pilwviflesi satellite
reconnaissance photographs of the Soviet Union and China, among other countries. In addition, Corona
satellites, controlled from the installation, providemhcrete evidence that the missile gap did not exist.

As new satellite technologies developed, the installation began to support additional satellitealswhich
provided valuable data and support throughout the Cold War. Although many satellite proagreains
classified, the constant presence of the NRO at the installation clearly illustrates the crucial role that it
played in satellite reconnaissance throughout the Cold War.

In addition, the proposed historic district is also recommended eligibihe atate and local levels under
Criterion A for its association with the development of California as a leader in technological innovations.
California, and specifically the City of Sunnyvale in Silicon Valley, began to emerge as a leading
technological cet e r during the Cold War. This was due,
development of defense technologies in California, such as command and control of reconnaissance
satellites at Onizuka AFS. In addition, the military funded efforts @Bgeicontractors, such as Lockheed
Missiles and Space Division, to assist with the development of multiple new technologies, such as
spacecraft and boosters, among others. The presence of Lockheed Missiles and Space Division in
Sunnyvale California in thmid-1950s, followed by Onizuka AFS in the late 1950s, laid the groundwork

for the development of this area as a Higthnology center.



The proposed historic district is also recommended eligible at a national, state, and locahdevel
Criteria Congileration G because its associations with the Cold War appear to have exceptional
importance. Oginally constructed in 1959 as thmommand center for the Corona Program, the
installation continued to develop throughout the Cold War as the sole US Air $aistlite command

and control center for the AFSFC. Numerous satellites were supported from the installation, many of
which provided invaluable data concerning the Soviet Union, China, and other countries. Although many
of the satellite programs remainaskified, it is apparent through the presence of the ,NR®
reconnaissance satellite programs were supported at the installation throughout the Cold War. Thus, the
six interconnected buildings form a cohesive unit, and represent the massive investthenUoited

States to combat the perceived threat posed by the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

Impact of Undertaking

According to the2005BRAC decision, Onizuka AFS wiltlose no later than September 15, 2Qh1.
2006, the [@partment ofDefense (Dol), through the Office of Economic Adjustment, formally
recognized the City of Sunnyvale as the Local Redevelopment Authority (LRA) for planning the
redevelopment of Onizuka AFS and its conversion to civilianladeecember 2008, thHeRA completed

the Final Onizuka Air Force Station Local Redevelopment Authority RedevelopmentTiRiarplan
analyzed a number of reusptions and recommended that Onizuka AFSé&developed as auto retalil
center To best accommodathis goal, theLRA proposed to demolisall buildings and structures on the
23-acre installation.

Under Section 106he transfer of Onizuka AFS out of federal hands will constitute an adeest on

the proposedNational Registeeligible US Air Force Satellite Test Center Historic DigtrHowever
pursuant to federal property disposal laws and Federal Property Management Regulations (FPMR), the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) requested a-&#e portion of Onizuka AFS, including Building

1002 Building 1018, Building 1034and as®ciated vehiclgarkingspace The US Air Force approved

this request Therefore, as tharansfer process moves forwardt is anticipated thathe LRA will
incorporate h e V A 6 Bito thedr gedewedopment plan

Recommended Actions to Mitigate Advers Effects

In accordance with Section 106, the undertaking will have an adverse effect proplesedUsS Air
Satellite Test Center Historic DistricAlthough avoidancef adverse effects the preferred optiorit, is

not practical in this casdn geneal, the USAir Force prefers to mitigate the adverse effect of base
closures on Htional Registelisted and/or eligible resourcesior to transferby documenting them to
Historic American Building Survey(HABS) Level Il standardor, in this casethe California SHPG
equivalentstandards

The US Air Forcewill consult with the City of Sunnyvale LRACalifornia SHPQAdvisory Counci) and

other interested partigs determinehow best to mitigate the adverse effecaésised by the transfer of
Onizuka AFSto a nonfederal entity Consultation would also include discussions concerning the reuse of
Building 1002 by the VA in a mannehat acknowledges its status as a contributing resource to the
proposed historic districlThe US Air Forceplans to meet withinterested parties @nizuka AFSin
March 2010to discuss mitigation strategies that would be included Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) drafted in accordance with Section 106
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Photo 1: View looking south toward entrance to Building 10031. This entrance provides access
to Buildings 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, and 10032 because all buildings are interconnected.

Photo 2: View looking east toward rear facade of Building 1001. Note Buildings 1006 and 1040 in
foreground partially obscure Building 1001.



